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Organ Prelude

Hymn 376        “Joyful, joyful we adore thee” Hymn to Joy
 
Solemn Anthems (please stand)

I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord;
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.

I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;
and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God;
whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,
and not as a stranger.

For none of us liveth to himself,
and no man dieth to himself.
For if we live, we live unto the Lord;
and if we die, we die unto the Lord.
Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord;
even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors.

The Celebrant says the following Collect, first saying
   The Lord be with you.
People   And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf 
of thy servant Byron, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and 
joy, in the fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

The people may be seated.
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Remarks by Family and Friends

A Reading from the book Isaiah (61:1-3)   
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion 
– to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of faint spirit.  They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd;
 I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
 He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul;
 He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
 For thou art with me;
 Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of  mine enemies;
 Thou anointest my head with oil;
 My cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
 And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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A Reading from the book of Romans (8: 14-19, 34-35, 37-39)
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you 
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!”it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  I consider 
that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; Who is to condemn? It 
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Hymn 400 (vs. 1, 6)   “All creatures of our God and King”
Lasst uns erfreuen

The Holy Gospel:  St. John 14:1-6 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
   John.
People       Glory be to thee, O Lord.

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.  And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.”  
Thomas saith unto him, “Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how 
can we know the way?”  Jesus saith unto him, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
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Following the Gospel reading
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People       Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Homily Fr. Tony Clark

The Apostles’ Creed (please stand)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
The People respond to every petition with Amen. The leader says

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we 
beseech thee, to thy whole Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and 
thy peace. Amen

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and 
gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. Amen

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 
that thy Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our 
days. Amen

Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed 
from all our sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen
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Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, casting 
all their grief on thee, they may know the consolation of thy love. Amen

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have 
strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy 
hope, in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. Amen

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe 
and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the 
resurrection to life everlasting. Amen

Grant us grace to entrust Byron to thy never-failing love; receive him into 
the arms of thy mercy, and remember him according to the favor which 
thou bearest unto thy people. Amen

Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, she may go from 
strength to strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom. 
Amen

Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have 
our consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory, and, 
with blessed Mark, and all thy saints, to receive the crown of life which 
thou dost promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People     And with thy spirit.

Vocal Solo      “Morning has broken” Bunessan
Nolan Thornal, Tenor

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them up unto the Lord.
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Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People  It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from 
the dead, and doth comfort us with the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
for to thy faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when 
our mortal body doth lie in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place 
eternal in the heavens.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, 
and saying,

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of 
thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death 
upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation 
of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in 
his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, 
eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”
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Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of 
thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, 
do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy 
holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and 
precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering 
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto 
us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, 
of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word 
and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that 
we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy 
institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of 
his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to 
grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through 
faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of 
our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy 
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, 
and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto 
thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty 
and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord;
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By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Ushers 
will direct the congregation to receive communion. To receive the Bread, 
extend your hands upward, palms crossed. When receiving the Wine, 
please guide the chalice as it is offered. Ladies are encouraged to blot 
lipstick before receiving Communion. If you prefer, you may leave the 
Bread on your palm for the person administering the chalice to dip into 
the Wine and place on your tongue. 
Anyone may come forward for a prayer for God’s blessing in lieu of 
receiving Communion. Please indicate your desire for a prayer for God’s 
blessing by crossing your arms on your chest.  
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Communion Hymns 178, 304 

Postcommunion Prayer (Celebrant and people together)
Almighty God, we thank thee that in thy great love thou hast fed us with 
the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and hast given unto us a foretaste of thy heavenly banquet. Grant 
that this Sacrament may be unto us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge 
of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow 
nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all thy saints; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen.

Vocal Solo       “Into Paradise May the Angels Lead You” Plainsong
Nolan Thornal, Tenor

The Commendation (please stand)

Celebrant  Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints,
People   where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, 
       but life everlasting.

The celebrant continues
Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are 
mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we return. For so thou 
didst ordain when thou createdst me, saying, “Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.” All we go down to the dust; yet even at the grave 
we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Celebrant and people
Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant, with thy saints, where sorrow and pain 
are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

The Celebrant says
Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant Byron. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold, a 
lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming. Receive him 
into the arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and 
into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen
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The Blessing

Hymn 473       “Lift high the cross” Crucifer

The Dismissal  
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God.

You are invited to a reception upstairs in Payne Hall.
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A Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of
Your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon,

Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,

Where there is darkness, light,
and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may
not so much seek to be consoled,

as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved, as to love;
For it is in giving that we

receive —
It is in pardoning that we are

pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are

born to eternal life.                              
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Reverend Byron Crocker 
of Silsbee, formerly of Beaumont, 
died January 2, 2020 peacefully at 
his ranch with his wife Terry by his 
side.

Byron was born December 8, 1935 
in Newton, Kansas, to Mason and 
Florabel Crocker.  He had an older 
sister, Rita whom he loved very 
much.  In the 40’s, the Crocker’s, 
a ranching family, moved to Brady, 
Texas, to take on larger ranching 
endeavors.  Byron attended Brady 
High School and went on to 
Culver Military Academy where 
he graduated.  Despite his father’s 

wishes that he attend Texas A&M; Byron had enough of military school 
and wanted to be around girls, so he joined his sister at the University 
of Texas, majoring in English literature.  At the University, Byron made 
many friends, belonged to Phi Delta Theta fraternity and was involved 
with the Episcopal Church on campus.

During his senior year, he met Ann Duggan and they married when he 
graduated.  After spending summers and holidays working on his Dad’s 
ranch, Byron was ready to take on a full-time ranching career.  He and 
Ann set out for the beautiful Flint Hills of Kansas to begin life on the 
ranches that had been in the Crocker family since the War Between the 
States.

During their time on the ranch, Byron and Ann had two wonderful sons.  
Mason Lee in 1958 and Thomas Byron in 1961.  After six happy years on 
the ranch, Byron said yes to the persistent tap on the shoulder from God 
and decided to herd sheep rather than cattle.
  
In 1963, Byron enrolled at the Episcopal Theological Seminary in Berkeley, 
California.  This was quite a culture shock for the young ranching family, 
but they found a warm and loving community there and formed many 
wonderful friendships.
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Byron’s first assignment was to the Episcopal Church in Brownsville, 
Texas, where he stayed for two years.  From there, he went on to St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church in San Antonio where he served for three years.  
He and Ann made dear friends everywhere they went and were always 
sad to leave them.

In 1971, Byron came to Beaumont as Rector of St. Stephens Episcopal 
Church, where he remained, much to his surprise for twenty years.  Byron 
loved his parishioners at St. Stephens and developed and organized many 
meaningful programs over the years that showed them the love of God 
and gave them a closer, deeper relationship with Jesus.
  
After leaving St. Stephens in 1991, Byron wasn’t ready to retire.  He 
ministered at St. Matthews Chaplaincy at Lamar before becoming 
Associate Rector at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in downtown Beaumont.
  
Byron thoroughly enjoyed the people of St. Mark’s and especially loved 
working alongside Reverend Dick Elwood.  Without the obligations 
and pressures of running the Church, Byron was able to spend his entire 
time ministering to the people which was his greatest joy.  Although 
officially retiring from St. Mark’s at the end of 2018, he never really fully 
retired serving Trinity Episcopal in Jasper and performing weddings 
and funerals at people’s requests.  For the past twenty-five plus years, 
Byron has performed the Easter Sunrise Service at The Ethridge Farm in 
Kountze and really looks forward to it each year.  

On July 8, 2016, Byron married Terry Owens who was widowed and had 
been waiting for him for twenty-nine years.  Byron and Terry had such 
wonderful times together acting like young kids in love.  Both loving 
the country life, they moved to their own small ranch in the Big Thicket 
north of Silsbee.  Byron and Terry planned a working retirement in the 
country caring for their five dogs, four cats and two horses.

Byron’s illness came up suddenly.  Two months before he died, he was 
happy and healthy riding his horse Lucky.  He died thirty-eight days 
after diagnosis and had always said , when his time comes, he wanted to 
go quickly.  It was certainly a whirlwind for his family and friends.  He 
would just want everyone to know how much he loves them and thank 
them for making it such “A Blessed Life” and he will see you in heaven.
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Byron is preceded in death by his first wife, Ann; son, Tom; and his sister, 
Rita.

Survivors to share his loving memory include his wife, Terry; son, Mason 
Crocker and his wife, Darla; grandchildren, Rob Neumann, Madison 
Piotrowski and her husband, Aaron; Kenzie Crocker, and Matthew 
Crocker.



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25

A BLESSED LIFE 

Florabel and Mason (my parents) were loving and strict. 
My older sister Rita was brilliant and generous. 
 
I’ve had two great wives: 
Ann for 58 years and two wonderful sons, 
Mason and Tom, and four grandchildren. 
Best of all, 
I have had Terry for the last three-plus years as my spouse. 
I was also fortunate to have many outstanding Phi Delt brothers at U.T.
I spent summers and holidays working on my dad’s ranch. 
 
God blessed me with two wonderful, meaningful vocations: ranching 
and the Episcopal Ministry. From 1957 to 1963 I was ranching with my 
dad, first in Kansas and then in Brady, Texas.

We attended Seminary in Berkeley, California from 1963 through 1966.  
My ministry officially began in Brownsville and then continued in San 
Antonio through 1971.We moved to Beaumont in 1971 where I served 
first as Rector of St Stephen’s Church, then later as Associate Rector at 
St. Mark’s where I also shared services as Priest, mentor and Chaplain 
at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Chaplaincy to Lamar University. 

I retired at 83 years young with my beloved Terry. We have at last returned 
to ranching in the woods north of Silsbee, Texas, named St. Francis. 
 
Throughout my life, I’ve  had a “need for speed” in my hobbies: snow 
skiing in Colorado for 29 years, a private pilot for 17 years, and rode a 
tricked-out Harley Davidson for three years. 

I’ve had a great life so far! A wonderful life. And then when this time is 
done, there will be eternity with Jesus, my family and friends.... 

and of course, also with my friends of many years, my 15 or so dogs and cats:
Skipper, a cocker spaniel  
Buddy, a collie 
King, a bird dog 
Pancho, a beagle 
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Abbey Rose, a Yorkie 
Nick, a Lhasa Apso 
Buddy, a Yorkie mix
Pancho, another Pancho, Pancho Villa! one crazy beagle
Two cats: Sheila and Blackie. 
And I must include, most recently, my gorgeous dappled grey mare, Lucky.

 
-Byron Grey Crocker, 2019



Please sign Reverend Crocker’s guest book and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Committal
St. Mark’s Garden Columbarium

Beaumont, Texas

Memorial Contributions
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

680 Calder Avenue
Beaumont, Texas 77701

~
The Humane Society of Southeast Texas

P.O. Box 1629
Beaumont, Texas 77704


